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BBPUBLIQOB PRllfQAISR. 


OFFICE NATIONAL OB LA PROPRlfcTfi INDUSTRIELLE. 


BREVET D'lN VENTION. 

XX. — Article* da Paris at tndustriea dlvaraaa. N° 396 795 

U — Jivt, JOt'ftTS, Tiiimu, tm'ftin. . 


j«u da bataUla avac plfccaa mobilea aur damier. 

HiMvitk EUAN rWflaiil *n Kranr^ (Srinf). PAr^^ 

Damand* la 36 novambra 1906* fa^* 
IVIWr* 1«; 5 fi'vrifr hjcmi* — PhMW l« »vril itjay. 

I* jeu qtii fail r«bj*l * tin iinwlimt j La » uii plan d'uti <infni»r deMm» ; 

titnlilu jeu ftVclitn* f! (Ill jni \\* raitr*: il * » rr jru* 

rofitport* (Vmplot rt'mi rjirtoii mu niilr-' Mirfaiv j U lij;. j rM urn* ruti|n» lmft$^»*rsilf mi»ii- 
rerUn^ilnirf ilivi*^ ri»tit|)*irlimt'iil* mi i Irani pitV^ mi plan. 

» <*a&<> rottitw* un ibimirr. I«» mmifw ■!•> ^ ? fijj .1. 'i a ciW«wi1»*?il . tin- 

i i _ s „ I — I.J — :i— ...... 


WEB Sjt/E- C#S7 ftffS/s 7~/^ OAKy 
Tit U F /f ¥ f°/h7^^7 , 
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pick d up this message posted by St ve van Dulken in August, 2001 (M ssage Board, Part 2): 

"/cam across your site and was int rested in your giving th pat ntnumb rf r 
Strateg . But 695583 is from 1902 and isn't f ra gam . / Ve ch eked and it is th 
registered number f rth trademark Stratego and not th patent numb r. " 

This is absolutely right! But what y ur c rr spond nt doesn't t II y u - although it can easily be 
checked in the American 'Official Gazette 1 - is this: 

The Stratego trademark was not Filed by Milton Bradley but by a Dutch gentleman 
called Jacques Johan Mogendorff, "of The Hague", on 09-04-1958 (published under 
#695.583, 'Official Gazette' 01-19-1960.). 

Jacques Johan Mogendorff was a Dutchman who claimed he had invented Stratego during W.W.II 
and published it for the first time in Holland in 1947 (the game was manufactured by Smeets & 
Schippers, of Weert and Amsterdam). In 1952 Mogendorff sold his rights to the Dutch game 
company Hausemann & Hotte, better known as Jumbo. He probably kept the American rights for 
himself since he filed Stratego as a trademark there and sold it afterwards with "his" game to Milton 
Bradley. 

According to the Dutch collector and historian Fred Horn, Mogendorff simply copied during the war 
a handmade version of UAttaque, as produced by the English company H.P. Gibson Ltd, a well- 
known distributor and publisher of board and card games. Gibson has been producing UAttaque 
for years (seemingly up to the early 1980s), and the game was very popular in Britain in the 1930s. 
They probably got it from France a little after W.W.I. Between the wars they also published naval 
and air variants like Aviation, Dover Patrol, and Tri-Tactics. 

As Bruno Faidutti rightly reminds UAttaque - the ancestor of Stratego - was invented in France. It 
was in fact designed by a lady, Mademoiselle Hermance Edan, who filed a patent for a "jeu de 
bataille avec pieces mobiles sur damier" (a battle game with mobile pieces on a gameboard) on 11- 
26-1908. The patent was released by the French Patent Office in 1909 (patent #396.795). Hermance 
Edan had given no name to her game but a French manufacturer - still to be identified - was selling 
the game as UAttaque as early as 1910 (as advertised in a Parisian department store catalogue: se 
R.C. Bell, 'Games to play', 1988, p. 39). A red army was opposed to a blue one (already!). 

Below are two images of the patent itself (just the beginning) and of the drawing that was attached 
to the patent. As you can see it is ex tremely similar to Stratego. All basic mechanics and rules are 
described in the patent. 

How the game crossed the Channel is still unclear. Maybe Gibson discovered the game in France 
during W.W.I and decided to buy the rights for Britain. Research is still going on. I'll let you know. 

Best regards, 


Thierry Depaulis 
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